
Our Lady of Hope parish is here for you! Even though we cannot come together at Mass, the parish 

is working to address the needs of our community during this unprecedented time. 

 

Just a little over a week ago the parish office was busy preparing for the rest of Lent, Holy Week and 

Easter, children in religious education were preparing for their first Reconciliation and First 

Communion, and I was getting in the mindset of completing all the tasks needed before going away to 

summer school. All of that abruptly halted as the effects of the spread of COVID-19 reached our corner 

of Connecticut. We have been rushed into a time of great anxiety and waiting. This is a particular form 

of suffering. Not knowing what will happen next, worrying about one's own health and the health of 

loved ones, the tension of social distancing, and concern about the economic effects brought on by the 

disease can feel overwhelming. Everyone is affected by the challenges of this moment.  

 

With sadness, we have to face this challenge without the support of physically coming together as a 

community. Archbishop Blair, in accordance with the directives of national and local government, 

suspended the public celebration of Mass in the Archdiocese of Hartford. This decision was not an easy 

one to make, but a needed one for the protection of public health and out of concern for the well-being 

of all of our parish families. 

 

We do not yet know when this current situation will end and parish activities and worship will resume 

their regular schedule. Although no official decision has been made by Archbishop Blair as of March 

24th, I would imagine that Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter will not be celebrated together as a 

parish family in our churches. We will still find ways to enter deeply into our Lord's suffering, death, 

and resurrection this year. I will be utilizing video and the written word for ways we can pray together 

the rest of this Lent. If you can, please look at the parish website, ourladyofhopeparish.com, for more 

information. It is hard to believe, but next Sunday is already Palm Sunday. After the blessing of palms 

at Mass on April 5th, blessed palms will be available to pick up at both of the churches. If anything 

changes, we will let you know. 

 

During this time of separation, please feel free to reach out to the parish office. If you need someone to 

talk to and a friendly voice, there will be someone here throughout the week. We will be trying to reach 

out and to check in with as many parishioners as we can during this time. 

 

Many parishioners have called in over the past week wondering what to do about the parish offertory 

collection. In this time of uncertainty I am humbled and grateful for the generosity of our parish family. 

Our ability to exist as a parish rests on this generosity. I am keenly aware that this is a difficult time 

with economic uncertainty for many people. I do not desire anyone who is suffering great hardship to 

feel obligated to give to the parish. For those who are able, you may mail your envelopes to the parish 

office: PO Box 285; New Hartford, CT, 06057. Or, you may register for online giving. There is more 

information about online giving on the parish website.  

 

We will get through this time together. I remember everyone at the altar every morning at Mass. Each 

time I enter into our empty churches I think of everyone, where they sit, how they are doing, and I long 

for the time when I will see you there again. 

 

Blessings and good health to you,  


